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Principal’s News 
 

 

Greetings and Happy New Year!   

 

Attached are results of common assessments results for our two 

continuous school improvement goals.  You will note there are areas of 

both strengths and challenges.  Our instructional strategies are 6+1 Traits 

of Writing and Understand, Plan, Solve and Look back and Explain, or 

UPSL.  In essence, our data indicate concerns with writing and solving 

math problems.  Our parent involvement committee came with a 

wonderful idea to support our school improvement, involve families, and 

support the USAG-Humphreys Garrison community.  Students and 

parents participated in CSI Day in December, where we also kicked off 

our UPSL cookbook.  As you review our student data, please continue to 

support your child with these strategies.  Your participation in our CSI 

initiatives is both needed and welcome. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please feel free to contact me at Joyce.Diggs@pac.dodea.edu.   

Joyce M. Diggs 

Click here for Math quarter 1 results 
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“Home of the  
Mighty Eagles” 

Pr incipa l :  Ms.  Joyce M.  Diggs  

753-6313  

Ass istant  Pr incipa l :  Ms.  Jamie  Wol lman 

753-6313  

Super intendent:  Dr.  I rby  Mi l ler  

723-7863  

Humphreys American School 

 

Vision Statement 
Humphreys American 
School (HAS) is dedicated 
to providing the highest 
quality education where a 
love of learning is evident 
in all students and 
teachers. We envision a 
school community in 
which the environment is 
positive, nurturing and 
respectful of students, 
teachers and the military 
community. HAS strives to 
be a school in which 
academic, artistic and 
physical expectations are 
high and individualized 

for each student and goal-
oriented, technology-rich 
instruction aligns with 
Department of Defense 
Education Activity 
standards and 
assessments. At 
Humphreys American 
School, engaged parents, 
teachers and the military 
community will all work 
together to ensure that 
all students can be 
successful. 

 

Mission Statement 
Educate Engage, and 

Empower Each Student to 
succeed in a dynamic 

world.  

 

 

mailto:Joyce.Diggs@pac.dodea.edu
http://www.humphreys-es.pac.dodea.edu/docs/12-13/CSI/HAS_quarterly_Math_assesments_results.pdf
mailto:Joyce.Diggs@pac.dodea.edu
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UPSL 

Name:__________________________           Date:_____________________ 

Problem of the Day:  (Guess and Check Strategy) 
Tickets for the movies are $7 for adults and $4 for children.  Fourteen people paid a total of $68 for 
tickets.  How many were adults and how many were children? 

Understand the Problem Plan 

Solve It Look Back and Explain 
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UPSL 

Name:__________________________           Date:_____________________ 

Problem of the Day:  (Guess and Check Strategy) 
Tickets for the movies are $7 for adults and $4 for children.  Fourteen people paid a total of $68 for 
tickets.  How many were adults and how many were children? 

Understand the Problem 
 

 Tickets for Adults are $7. 

 Tickets for children are $4. 

 Total of 14 people paid $68. 

 How many were adults and how many 
were children? 

Plan 
 

I will set up a guess and check table and use 
the guess and check strategy to find the 

number of children and adults.   I will multiply 
the children by $4 and the adults by $7 and add 

the number of people and make sure it is 14 
and the total amount paid is $68. 

Solve It: 
 

Number of 

Adults 

Amount for 

adults($7) 

Number of 

children($4) 

Amount For 

children 

Total  

8  8($7)=$56 6 6($4) = $24 $56 +$24 

=$80 High 

7  7($7) =$49 7 7($4)=$28 $49+$28= 

$77 High 

3 3($7)=$21 11 11($4)=$44 $21+$44= 

$65 Low 

4 4($7)=$28 10          10($4)=$40 $28+$40= 

 $68 

solution 

 

Look Back and Explain: 
 

Work backwards to check my work. 
 

4($7)+10($4) = $68 
 

$68 -10($4)=  $28=4($7) 
 

 Working backwards we get back to our amount for adults.  
 

My answer is reasonable because I found the key information 
from the problem and effectively used my guess and check 

plan. Once I found the answer I checked it working backwards 
using inverse operations. Therefore my answer is reasonable 

because I solved and checked my work. 
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Understanding the Problem 

2 Complete understanding of the problem.  Student identifies all key elements 
and questions(s) to be answered in writing. 

1 Part of the problem misunderstood or misinterpreted.  Student identifies some 
key elements and questions(s) to be answered. 

0 Complete misunderstanding of the problem.  Student gives inappropriate 
response. 

 
Planning a Solution 

3 Plan is clearly written and could lead to a correct solution if implemented 
properly.  Appropriate mathematical symbols and operations are evident. 

2 Plan is clearly written and could lead to a correct solution if implemented 
properly.  Some mathematical symbols or operations are missing. 

1 Partially correct plan based on part of the problem being interpreted correctly.  
No mathematical symbols or operations evident. 

0 No attempt or totally inappropriate plan. 

 
Getting an Answer 

2 Plan is followed and correct answer is provided with appropriate label, i.e. unit 
of measure. 

1 Plan is followed however, with a copying error or computational error to yield a 
partial answer for a problem. 

0 No plan is followed to yield an answer or, 
Wrong answer based on an inappropriate plan or, 

No work shown. 
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Looking Back 

3 Complete understanding of the problem including a written explanation of how 
the problem was solved.  Mathematical thinking is organized and 

communicated clearly and coherently.  Appropriate language and terminology 
is used to express mathematical idea(s). 

2 Complete understanding of the problem.  Mathematical thinking is scattered 
where communication is not clear and concise.  Appropriate language and 

terminology is used to express mathematical idea(s) or, 
Complete understanding of the problem.  Mathematical thinking is organized 

and communicated clearly and coherently.  Appropriate language and 
terminology is vaguely used to express mathematical idea(s); 

1 Part of the problem misunderstood or misinterpreted.  Mathematical thinking is 
organized and communicated clearly and coherently.  Appropriate language 

and terminology is vaguely used in the proper context of the problem to express 
mathematical idea(s). 

0 Complete misunderstanding of the problem.  Mathematical thinking is not 
organized or communicated clearly and coherently.  No mathematical language 

or terminology is used to express mathematical idea(s). 
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Membership in the National Junior Honor Society is one of the highest honors that can be 
awarded to a student. Our chapter of NJHS has worked hard to bring the accomplishments of 
outstanding students to the attention of parents, teachers, peers, and the community. Our 
chapter, along with the more than 6,000 chapters in school across the United States, strives to 
give practical meaning to the Society’s standards of scholarship, leadership, service, 
citizenship, and character.  
To be eligible for selection for membership in the Humphreys American School chapter of 
NJHS, candidates must have a minimum GPA of 3.5. Candidates are then considered based on 
their service, leadership, citizenship, and character determined by the completion of a Student 
Activity Form, teacher evaluations, and letters of recommendations. 
Membership, however, is more than an honor. It incurs a responsibility and an obligation to 
demonstrate those outstanding qualities that resulted in selection. Activities our students are 
involved in include Safety Patrol, Adopt-a-Teacher Program, and purchasing the Student 
Planners for grades 4-8. For additional information on the Humphreys American School Chapter 
of the National Junior Honor Society, please contact the Faculty Adviser, Ms. Tess Sterling. 

 
Tess Sterling 
Health/Physical Education Instructor 

Faculty Adviser, NJHS 

Humphreys American School 

DSN: 753-6313/753-3223 

tess.sterling@pac.dodea.edu 
 

                                   

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:tess.sterling@pac.dodea.edu
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Improvement Goals: 
 
Goal 1:  

By June 2014, all 
Humphreys American 
School students will 
increase performance on 
targeted writing skills using 
instructional strategies 
implemented in all 
curricular areas as 
measured by TN3 
Language subtest and 
school-based assessment. 
The targeted skill is to 
answer constructed 
response questions that 
produce clear and coherent 
writing focusing on 
organization, ideas, and 
sentence fluency. 
 
 

 

                                               
                                   
                                         
                                         
                                                      
                       

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improvement Goals: 
 

Goal 2:  

By June 2014, all 
Humphreys American 

School students will 
increase performance on 
targeted math skills using 
instructional strategies 
implemented in all 
curricular areas as 
measured by the TN3 Math 
subtest, other system-wide 
assessments, and school-
based assessments. The 
targeted skill is to construct 
focused organized 
arguments that support the 
problem solving process. 
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Important Dates: 

 
 

JAN 7- 

Instruction 

Resumes 

 

JAN 14- 

Principal’s Tea-

9am Cafeteria 

 

JAN 18- 

Teacher CSI in 

Service-No 

school students 

 

JAN 21- Dr. 

Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 

 

JAN 25- 

Teacher Work 

Day-No 

Students 

 

JAN 28- 

Grades 

Due(8am)-2nd 

Semester 

Begins 

 

JAN 30- 

Report Cards 

Go Home  
 

 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION  

Mr. Charles Witas 

Bldg. 550 Rm127  

753-8894 

 

Please stop by the main office to see Mr. Charles Witas for registration, 

student records, attendance, and student withdrawals. Please notify Mr. 

Witas at least 2 weeks in advance if you are PCSing, or withdrawing your 

dependents from school. This allows sufficient time to compile your 

dependents’ packet. 

 

New Students:  

Military Command Sponsored: orders to Korea with dependents, pinpoint 

orders, AIP/extension orders (if applicable), and Command Sponsorship 

Orders. 

Military Non-Command Sponsored: orders to Korea, pinpoint orders, 

AIP/extension orders (if applicable), passport with SOFA stamp, Deers 

enrollment form if child’s name is different from Sponsors, and an EFMP 

screening or a current physical for all children being enrolled.  

DOD Civilians: Letter of Employment, Orders, and SF-50. 

NAF Employees: Letter of Employment, DA 3434. 

Contractors: Tuition Billing Letter, 700-19 A (if applicable), Letter of 

Accreditation. 

 

Everyone Needs: 

Child- Birth Certificate, SSN, immunization record, and Sealed Records 

from previous school  

E-mail Address- for Sponsor/ Parent/ Guardian, and spouse (if 

applicable) 

Work/ Mailing/physical Address - with unit number and box number (if 

applicable) 

Home/Work/Cell phone numbers- for Sponsor/ Parent/ Guardian, and 

Spouse (if applicable) 

Emergency Contact Local with Base Access- name, address, and phone 

number  

One Permanent Stateside Contact- name, phone number, and mailing 

address 

 

**The above documents are required and enrollment is pending complete 

packets. All Non-Command Sponsored Students (space available students) 

will be placed on a waiting list when registering. EFMP screening or a 

current physical and sealed records from previous school is required prior 

to being placed on the waiting list for all space available students. 
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Mrs. Elliott’s 7th and 8th grade Science students have been working hard and having fun so far this 
year.  Lab experiments, computer lab work, Terra Nova practice, scientific writing, UPSL in Science, 
scientific drawings, and lots of group work are just a few of the great opportunities the students have 
had to shine!!  Below are some pictures from 7th and 8th grade science classes.   
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INTRODUCING YOUR STUDENT COUNCIL OFFICERS…  

PRESIDENT: NATHANIEL BATTLE 

VICE PRESIDENT: SYDNEY MUNOZ 

SECRETARY: BAILEY ROBBS 

TREASURER: RASHON GORDON 

 

I CAMARYN MANTANONA AND MATTHEW HUFFORD ASKED EACH OFFICER THE 

FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

-WHAT DO YOU DO IN STUDENT COUNCIL?  

-WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS FOR THE YEAR?  

THE REPLYS WERE… 

 

NATHANIEL BATTLE: I AM PRESIDENT OF THE STUDENT COUNCIL. MY PLANS FOR THE 

YEAR ARE TO BE A GOOD LEADER AND I WANT TO HEAR OTHER’S IDEAS 

 

SYDNEY MUNOZ: I AM VICE PRESIDENT AND I HELP THE PRESIDENT. I WISH TO RAISE 

ENOUGH MONEY TO HELP THE RED CROSS. 

 

BAILEY ROBBS: I AM THE SECRETARY FOR STUDENT COUNCIL. MY PLANS FOR THE YEAR 

ARE TO MAKE SURE EVERYTHING GOES ON FILE SO EVERYTHING IS ORGANIZED.  

 

RASHON GORDON: I AM TREASURER. MY PLANS FOR THE YEAR ARE TO RAISE ENOUGH 

MONEY TO HAVE MULTIPLE DANCES. 

 

THIS WAS OUR REPORT FOR THE NEWSLETTER! THANK YOU AND GOODBYE!  
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Students, teachers, and families around Korea had the opportunity to learn more about many 
colleges at the annual College Fair on November 17, 2012, at the Seoul American Elementary School 
cafeteria.  The Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Republic of Korea Alumnae Chapter sponsors this event 
each year.  Representatives from over 40 colleges were on hand to answer questions, give mini-
workshops, and hand out goodies from the college they were representing.  8th grade students as 
well as Mr. Alan Morton’s AVID students from HAS enjoyed learning many things about what colleges 
have to offer, how to complete college-entry applications, what dorm life is like, financial aid 
information, and SAT/ACT requirements.  The representatives even handed out goodies and 
brochures for their specific college and all of the students’ bags were full of great items!  Students 
were given worksheets to fill in to help guide them in asking the right questions to the 
representatives.  AFN was on hand and a commercial was created showing our students at the fair.  
Staff members from our school also served as college representatives: 
 

Ms. Diggs- Troy University 
Ms. Fleming- Alabama State University   

Ms. Limb- Pepperdine University 
Ms. Spiller- George Mason University 
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A few reminders: 

 Please send students dressed appropriately for school especially during cold and flu season.  As you know 

temperatures can change very rapidly here in Korea. 

 Always sign into the main office before entering a classroom.  Your visit should be scheduled in advance so it 

does not interfere with classroom instruction.   

 Signing in the main office and receiving a visitors badge allows the school to identify visitors throughout the 

school day and year. 

 Students should not report to school no earlier than 7:50 unless they are supervised by an adult.  There have 

been cases this year where students have been unsupervised on school grounds. 

 If you are PCSing in the near future, please submit your orders to Mr. Charles Witas, the school registrar as soon 

as possible to allow sufficient time to process your student records. 

 Also please see the attached Child Supervision Policy age/grade requirement rubric for students walking to and 

from school. 
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Tracy Vargas 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself.  My name is Tracy Vargas.  This is my eighth 

year in the classroom.  I have taught elementary education and special education in the elementary and high 

school levels.  I am licensed in both of these areas and also as a school principal.  I am a hands-on teacher who 

likes to have my students “do” and “create”.  I know elementary aged students are typically very busy so I like 

to use their energy and creativity in the classroom. 

On a personal note, I am a military spouse.  This is our second time being stationed overseas.  We enjoy 

living abroad and make the most of it through traveling and experiencing the host culture and many others.  I 

have two children, a five year old daughter and four year old son.  They keep me very busy and entertained. I 

also have two German Shepherds who add even more energy to our bustling home.  Between home and work, I 

never have a dull moment. 

I look forward to working with you.  I am very excited about this school year and am happy to be back 

in the classroom here in Korea.   

 


